
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4432 May 6, 1998 
It is the policy of the Congress that— 
(1) paperless filing should be the preferred 

and most convenient means of filing tax and 
information returns, and 

(2) it should be the goal of the Internal 
Revenue Service to have at least 80 percent 
of all such returns filed electronically by the 
year 2007. 

The House actually mandates 80 per-
cent. This just says the goal. Later, I 
will try to get an amendment, and I 
urge you to look at it—I will get you 
copies of it—which will add a third 
item which would say ‘‘the Internal 
Revenue Service should work coopera-
tively and not competitively with the 
private sector to increase electronic 
filing of such returns consistent with 
the Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A–76.’’ 

If this is going to develop correctly, I 
believe the IRS has to manage the 
competition with the private sector. 
We have to write the rules so the pri-
vate sector can be called upon to an-
swer the questions of how to use the 
technology correctly. I hope we can get 
an amendment adopted which will in-
struct the IRS not to compete but to 
work cooperatively with the private 
sector to get this done. 

Mr. ROTH. Madam President, as my 
distinguished colleague indicated, this 
matter has been cleared with both 
sides. The amendment is acceptable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no objection, the amendment is 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 2348) was agreed 
to. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Mr. ROTH. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the previous consent agree-
ment, the following amendments also 
be considered in order to H.R. 2676, the 
IRS reform bill, with all other provi-
sions of the previous agreement still in 
effect: Grassley, refund offset; Grass-
ley, Iowa pilot project; Grassley, tax-
payer advocate council; Nickles, rel-
evant. I ask unanimous consent for 
these additions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the Thompson amendment No. 
2356, and that the time until 10 o’clock 
a.m. be equally divided in the usual 
form. I further ask unanimous consent 
that at 10 o’clock a.m., the Senate pro-
ceed to a vote on, or in relation to, the 
Thompson amendment, and that no 
amendments be in order to the Thomp-
son amendment prior to its disposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KERREY. Madam President, the 
distinguished chairman of the Finance 
Committee, Senator ROTH, and I will 
try to manage this bill so we can get it 
done tomorrow. There are what, 15 
amendments approximately now on 
both sides. In order to get it done, 
Members who have amendments, I hope 
after we have our vote tomorrow morn-
ing, will stay on the floor and offer 

them so we can finish this bill. If we 
don’t, it is likely there will be an ex-
tremely late session tomorrow night. 
Most of the controversial items on this 
piece of legislation really have been 
dealt with. We have the Treasury em-
ployees representative amendment to 
be dealt with tomorrow. We have the 
Treasury Secretary to be dealt with to-
morrow. Most of the controversial stuff 
has already been resolved. I hope Mem-
bers who have amendments will come 
down here with them as quickly as pos-
sible so we can finish this important 
piece of legislation tomorrow. 

Mr. ROTH. I want to underscore what 
the distinguished Senator just said. It 
is important that we complete consid-
eration of this legislation tomorrow. 
But in order to do so, it is of critical 
importance that those with amend-
ments come down early so that we can 
dispose of them expeditiously. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. ROTH. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent there now be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL EATING DISORDER 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to 
extend my appreciation to every Mem-
ber of this Senate for unanimously 
passing a resolution that dedicates 
today to be National Eating Disorder 
Awareness Day. 

The purpose is to raise awareness and 
educate others so that we can end the 
silence that has shrouded eating dis-
orders for so long. The reason this is 
important is, this affects 8 million peo-
ple. Eight million people in this coun-
try have eating disorders; the vast ma-
jority of them are women. 

A recent study of a group of fourth 
graders reveals that 50 percent of these 
little students believed they were over-
weight. Eighty-one percent of the girls 
in the same group reported that they 
had already been on diets. These are 9- 
year-old kids. 

Today, younger and younger children 
are adopting restrictive eating proce-
dures and patterns. What begins as ab-
normal behavior toward food and 
weight control may develop into ano-
rexia, bulimia, and other forms of dis-
ordered eating. 

As with any illness, I believe it is 
wise to invest in resources and pro-
grams working toward prevention. By 
heightening awareness and increasing 
education, we can save many young 
children before they become trapped in 
a life-threatening cycle of an eating 
disorder. 

I extend my appreciation to the en-
tire Senate for allowing this resolution 
to pass. It sends a message to the coun-
try that we care about the 8 million 
people who have eating disorders. 

URGING PRESIDENT CLINTON TO 
RETRACT ULTIMATUM TO ISRAEL 
Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, the 

reason I rise at this time is because 
certain matters have come to my at-
tention and they are disturbing. Today, 
I have sent a letter to the President of 
the United States in regard to this. 

Mr. President, Israel is our closest 
ally, it is our most trusted friend 
among the nations of the Middle East. 
We have a long history of working to-
gether and supporting one another for 
the benefit of both nations and all of 
our people. 

Now as we celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Israel’s independence, we 
should reaffirm our commitment to 
their peace and security and our sup-
port for their continuation as a strong, 
reliable, independent nation. 

I am proud of what Israel has accom-
plished over 50 years. I am proud of 
their commitment to freedom and jus-
tice. Israel should be praised for what 
it has accomplished and for doing so 
over a very long period of time in 
which it has faced terrorism from with-
in and without its own borders. 

Israel has always fought its own bat-
tles. Its young have shed much blood to 
protect their freedom and they con-
tinue to this day to defend their right 
to exist. And their very right to exist 
is being threatened. Nations hostile to 
Israel throughout the region are a con-
tinuing threat to Israel’s existence. 
And the Palestinian Authority to this 
day has yet to recognize Israel’s legiti-
mate right to exist. 

It is wrong for the Clinton adminis-
tration to pressure Israel to forgo its 
own security needs at this critical 
time. It is just wrong. It is counter-
productive. It is dangerous to a legiti-
mate peace effort. The brave Israeli 
citizens who stand ready to defend 
their nation should be supported by us 
in every fashion. To place an ulti-
matum on Israel at this time under-
mines the peace process and it denies a 
good friend the right to determine its 
own security needs. It is not just bad 
policy; it is wrong. 

I urge President Clinton in the 
strongest terms to retract his ulti-
matum to Israel and to return America 
to our proper role as a friendly medi-
ator in the search for peace and secu-
rity for all nations in the Middle East. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

U.S. FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION 
FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 24TH 
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the Amer-

ican Petroleum Institute’s report for 
the week ending April 24, that the U.S. 
imported 8,287,000 barrels of oil each 
day, an increase of 304,000 barrels over 
the 7,983,000 imported each day during 
the same week a year ago. 

Americans relied on foreign oil for 
56.3 percent of their needs last week. 
There are no signs that the upward spi-
ral will abate. Before the Persian Gulf 
War, the United States obtained ap-
proximately 45 percent of its oil supply 
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